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¶ An exhortat ion vnto 
the Sicke. 


Ithoughe J doubte not. 
0 h but he, that hath layd this 
N 1 4 Acroſſe vpon pou , doth al⸗ 
7 Ao miniſter to you ſuffici- 

W ent ſtrength and-patience 

* to beare the lame: & that 
pon like a good ſouldiour foꝛget not the 
voce ot pour captayne » whiche ſapeth, 
that in pacience you mut poſſefſe pour 
foule: pet notwithſtanding fox as much 
as fleſhe is weake , that it is our due⸗ 
ty whiche be here about you, one ofvs 
to exhoꝛte an other ſo long as we conti⸗ 
nue together, J thought it my parte 
to mone and deſire you, fo2 the Lozdes 
fake , to take it quietly what ſoeuer the 
loꝛd ſhal ſed, whether it be life oz death. 
pk lpfe, not to thinke pour ſelfe moze 
happy therbp:noꝛ pet vnhappp though 
death do come. Foz happy ( fapeth the 
ſcripture) yea & bleſſed be they that dye 
in the Loꝛd, And Saint Paule counteth 
it aduauntage foz him to departe hence, 
deſirpng to be dillolued and to be with 
Chꝛiſte. So pou lykewiſe let not pour 
fleſhe ſhzinke at the remembꝛaunce of 
death, but reioice rather, & with a chꝛi⸗ 
5 | A. 2. ſtian 
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ſtian conrage take vp pour crofle , fs 
lowing pour captaine Chꝛiſt the coque= 
rour of death which went the ſame wap 
Lefoze pou. And thoughe pe cannot fol- 
lowe him in like innocencye of life , yet 
take the benefites of his death and em⸗ 
bꝛace his pꝛomiſes boldip, which pꝛomi 
ſeth £2 all that beleue in hym, neuer to 
dye, but to haue euerlaſtyng Iyfe . Foz 
thertoze died he, to take away both the 
{ſting and feare of death, and to deſtroye 
him whiche hath the Jmperie ok death, 
that is the deuill. Dauing therfoze theſe 
{o plentiful pꝛomiſes of the ſcripture, let 
vs not ſhunke, And though the nature 


offleſhe is comonly to ſhzinke at death, 
pet thys nature is to be ſuppꝛeſſed (as 
much as map) by the power ol gods ſpi⸗ 
* by the meditation of his holp pꝛo 


miles: folowing( as I ſaid) the enſaum⸗ 
ple ofthe Holy Apoſtles , who whether 
they lined oz died, theyꝛ deth was to the 
a lucre, they life was to them nothinge 
but Chꝛiſt: So let vs thincke in our ſel⸗ 
ues likewiſe, that whether we lyue oz 
dy, Thziſts we are, c euer ſhalbe, which 
neuer dieth, but liueth alwapes: And lo 
ſyall they whiche liue to him. 
Thus then haning and hearing now 
the goſpel & the pzomiles thergflo loug 
ys mie 
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tpme pꝛeached vnto pou, leatne nowe 
therioze to pꝛactiſe that, whiche pon 
haue heard. And as you know the grace 
of God in Chꝛiſt his ſonne to be greate 
and cõfoztable, ſo now labour to applye 
the ſame g to exerciſe it vpon pour ſelte: 
wherby lpke a good ſcholer nowe you 
may declare by pour dopng, what you 
haue learned by hearing. 
And thus being armed with the power 
and ſtrẽgth of Chꝛiſt. paſſe thoꝛow this 
ſtoʒzme, be it neuer ſo rough and ſharpe 
to the fleſhe, hauing * epes ig 
many examples of good mE which pal⸗ 
ſed the ſame way beloꝛe you as the Þ29 
phetes, Apoſtles, & Martpꝛs of Chziſt. 
who in their extremities paſſed through 
greater toꝛmentes, ſome racked, ſome 
torne in pieces, ſome ſawen a ſonder, 
ſome ſtoned to death, ſome hanged bp 
one mẽber, ſome by an other, ſome bꝛoꝑ 
led vpon coales, ſome burned with fla⸗ 
myng fire: whiche they notwithſtading 
abid with pacience. But eſpecially ca⸗ 
ſting vp your minde and beholding the 
death of Chꝛiſt.learne therby to dye and 
not to feare death » noꝛ to murmure a= 
gapnſt God. Foz if he did abyde a mar- 
king paſſion, and that in his middle and 
beſt age; thincke pour lelfe not better 
hk A.3. than 


Not to tear 
death. 
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than he. And il his death be a remedy to 
our woundes; and victozy agaynſt o ur 
2 con death, (as in dede it is /) then enioy von 
queren. pour victozp, geuing thankes to Lhziſt 
therfoze . Thirdly if he beyng innocent 
pet was cotent to dye and ſo died as ne- 
uer anpe dyed in the like caſe but He as 
lone: Then compare with his innoccn- 
cy pour manifolde deſernings , and ſuk⸗ 
fer willingly that whiche pon haue de⸗ 
ſerued wilfully, conſiderpng with pour 
ſelfe. that whether nowe oz hereafter it 
ſhall pleaſe god to call you hence, you 
are not alone. Dow many are gone be- 
foze pou: ow many ſhall go with pon 
when ſoener pou ſhall depart?and how 
many ſhall follow after: And that of all 
ages and of all ſoztes of men. Foz what 
is the eſtate and condition of al men but 
mere moꝛtalitie: That is to ſape, not ſo 
foone bozns to this woꝛlde as dead to 
god. And what doth it ſkill then when a 
dead man dieth» whiche is dead already . 
befoze he begynneth to dpe. whether he 
dye ſooner oꝛ later: as all men be which 
be bozne of Adam. Foz where Chziſte 
ſapeth in the goſpell , let the dead goe 
burye the dead: what meaneth he, but 
that we ſhoulde vnderſtande therby no 
difference to be betwene them that be 


ynto the Sicke. 


dead, and thẽ that be a line»as touthyng 

god. wherfoze J exhoꝛt pou ( deare bꝛo⸗ 

ther) let not thys death any thyng dil⸗ 

may you, whiche is but bodyly, and not 

to be regarded: But rather conſider and 
weighe the true death in dede, which is 

the ſeparatiõ of man from god his crea⸗ 

£oz . And this death as it is hoꝛrible, ſo 

it is to be feared in deede, as witneſſeth 

the goſpell, ſaying: Feare not hym that 
onely can kil the body, but feare ye him, 
whiche both can kill the body 2 and caff | 
the ſonle into hell fire. But Lhziſte be What is 
p2aiſed who hath takẽ this death cleane, death. 
awape frd you. As fox the bodyly death, 

ſeing it is a ſeparation not from the fa- 

uour of god, but onely from the fruition 

of this pꝛeſent wozlde, it hath nothing 
greatly to be feared » but rather to be 
embꝛaced with thankes,at the leſt with 
obedience, when ſoeuer the hande of the 

Lodd doth fend it. Fox if it be true that 

Saint Jhon ſaieth » he that loueth god 
perfectlye can not loue thys wozlde ; [9 

true it is agapne » that he whiche hateth 

this woꝛld truly » can not greatly feare 
death. wherfoze conſider thys bodyly 

death as it is»to be (as I \ayd)a ſepara⸗ 
tion ot man from this would onelp⸗ and 

not from his god. Foz nether is he any 


Death 


Gods pu⸗ 
niſhmẽt fo; 


ſinne. 


An exhortation ' 


thing nearer vnto god that is aliue:ne⸗ 
ther he any thyng karther ok, whiche is 
dead, but rather uearer than the other, 
witneſſyng the holy Apoſtle: while we 
be in this body (ſaith he) we are ſtraun⸗ 
gers from god. 

Although it can not be denied, but as 
all other punpſyment is greuous, ſo 
death inflicted of god foz ſinne, cannot 
be pleaſaunt to the nature of man: ne⸗ 


Death not ther pet contrary ought tobe paſſed ſo 
vtterty no; little vpon » as many deſperate ruffins 


dis e | | | 
— * be wont to do, whiche foz light trifles 


kemned, 


aduenture they} liues, neither ſtickpng 
at ſpnne, noꝛ fearynge the due puniſh⸗ 
ment of god fo the ſame: pet lepng the 
ſame god agapne of his owne moſt ten⸗ 
der mercy hath pzonided a remedy foz 
this our deſerued death,thozow p inno⸗ 
cent death of his ionne our ſauiour, let 
vs therfoze not ſo muthe be terrefied by 
b one, as c6fozted by the other. Bꝛieflp 
to conclude , and though theſe pzomiſes 
were not lo amplye and ſo certenipe ſet 
foꝛth in ſcripture to vs, as thep be, oꝛ if 
I ſhould now haue to do withſome pꝛo 
phane geutle.oꝛ philoſopher , knowing 
nothing but bare naturall reaſon. what 
would he ſape vnto me thus reaſonyng 
with him? As if J ſhould aſtze him — 
8 Mods | 
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a mũ ſtricken in age; and neare to death 
it he myght begin krom hys firſt ponth, 
bis pong peares againe> to abide all the 
troubles, perils, plunges, cares, and ſo⸗ 
rowes, which he vnto that dap had ſufs 
fered whether, thinke pe. he would take 
the offer of ipfe , with that condition oz 
no?Lertes J ſuppoſe not. And why the 
Gould life ſeeme ſo ſwete, which a man 
would refuſeto haue, though he might, 
dzawing luche rages , and cares with it 
as it doth in al eſtates. Mozeouer to rea 
{d what may be ſaid in this matter fur - 
ther, I pꝛape you what doth a man loſe 
by death pe wil ſay peraduẽture it doth 
depziue a man ofthis lyfe : But firft let W bat is 


vs lee what life is . Foz if true life be to lyke. 
line in the fauour of god, certapne it is, 


that ofthis life no bodplp death can de⸗ 
pꝛiut vs, thꝛough Jeſus chꝛiſt our loꝛd. 
Agapn it it take from vs this lpfe of the 
body: So alſo doeth it take from vs the The incom 
fe are of death, and all pangues of ſicke⸗ modities E 
neſſe, ſo that we ſhall neuer nede to be Ces 
ſicke,noz to feare death any moze. Moa axed tages 
reouer,ye will lay, it doth depꝛiue vs of cher. 
this beauciful light of the pleaſannt fir⸗ 
mament: So it deliuereth vs alſo from 
night and darkenes of the earth. A ta⸗ 
keth vs away fro p flouriſypng ſpꝛing. 
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and pleaſaũt ſommer: So alſo it tak 
vs away ſrom the ſharpe winter and a 
bitter ſtozmes : it taketh a man from 
hys frendes and kinſfolkes : So alſo it 
doth from all his enemies and flaunde⸗ 
ring tongues: yt plucketh pou fr wife 
E childꝛẽ: Adde alſo, from all the ariefes 
and ſoꝛowes that happen by wyfe and 
childzen , in ſeyng thole enils, whiche 
many tymes happen vnto them, And 
though it pluck pon from wife and chil- 
dꝛen, yet it bzingeth yon to pour father 
and mother, and to all pour bꝛethꝛen in 
the Loꝛd, which are gone befoze , where 
pe alio ſhall! receaue pour wife and chil⸗ 


Dien again. Jt taketh away pour eating 


and dzinkpng: So it doth pour hungre 
and thyꝛſt. It plucketh yon from pour 
goods & poſſeſſiõs:that is to witt, from 
cozruptibie & trãſitoꝛp goods, to riches 
beautly & euerlaſting: And what loſſe is 
that N beſech pou. Finally coſider with 
— ſelfe, not fr what oz from whence 

ut to what thynges, & whether it doth 
traſpozte pou. Foz what doth death els, 
but(as a man would ſape) ferry ouer a 
man, from the backe of miſerie,vnto the 
garden of ÞParadiſe: from this woꝛld to 
the land of gloꝛpe. and to the Kingdome 
ot life. Of whiche kyngdome . 
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his vii.chapiter ſpeaketh, whoſe words 
be theſe: Then Judgement ſhall ſet,that 
all power may be tak? away, and trode 
down, and periſh fox euer, but the king⸗ 
dome, and power » and maieſtye of the or the teue 
kingdome and ok all rule vnder heauen, Tyzſtians 
halbe ginen to the people of the ſaintes 
_ vfthe higheſt, whoſe kyngdome is the 
kyngdome euerlaſtpng , and all kinges 
ſhall bend and bowe to the lame. which 
kingdome god graunt to pou @ to vs al 
thzongh Jeſus Thꝛiſt our Lozd. amen. 
And thys hetherto that J haue ſayd; Synne not 
fo2 putting of the teare of death, map ſer to be fearid 
ue in like loꝛte to the putting away the 
feare of ſinne. Fox he,. which hath deliue⸗ 
red vs from the one, hath alſo deliuered 
vs from the other . So that one pzyce 
papeth foꝛ both.that1is the blond of Je- 
(us. Which bloud with the lame vertue, 
as it vanquiſhed death, with the lame Ke 
allo it vanquiſheth ſinne Foz what is 
death but the effect and the operation of 
linneꝛoꝛ what is ſinne. but the agent oꝛ 
cauſe of death. So that the cauſe beyng 
tak? away. the effect muſt nedes folow. 
Likewiſe the effect bepng taken away, 
the cauſe hath nothing to do to all ſuche 
as be in Chꝛiſt Jeſus . Be ſtrong ther⸗ 
foze and bold (deare bzother)vpon this 


your 
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pour victozye agaynſte both your ene⸗ 
mies,alwell ſinne-as death. To the obs 
tapning of which victozy nothing els is 
required of pour parte, but onelp to be⸗ 
leue in Jeſus the ſonne ot god. As nos 
thing els was required of the Fſraelits 
beyng ſtricken with firy ſerpentes , but 
onely with their eyes to looke vp vnto 
the ſerpent Hanging vpon the tree. S9, 
pou in beleupng onely on the ſonne of 
od crucified foꝛ pou , ſhall not periſye 
m duthaueeuecrlaitinglife, Foz yonr fayth 
iſt only onely in Thzil iuſtifieth , and nothyng 
eth e £15:accozding to the ſcriptures . Foz yk 
Cazery, thou beleue (ſaieth p Apoſtle) with thy 
hart, and conteſſe with thy mouth, that 
the Loꝛd Jeſus died fo thy ſinnes, and 
role agapn fox thy righteonſneſle » thon 
Nom: io, Walt ve ſaued. Rom.x.And agayne , the 
| righteoulnes of god(ſaieth Paule ) is by 
the faith of Aelus Chꝛiſt, in al and vpon 
Vom. 3, all that beleue. Rom. 3 Agapne, he which 
hath iu hymlelte no good woꝛkes, but 
onely beleueth in him whiche iuſtifieth 
the wicked, hys fayth is reputed vnto 
om. 4. TCighteouines, Rom. 4. Agapne, foꝛ that 
which was impoſſible to the law to do, 
in almuche as it was weake bicauſe ot 
the fleſh: that perfourmed god, and ſent 
bes ſonne in the limilitude of . 

| e 
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fleſhe, and by ſinne, damned ſinne in the 

lleſh, that the righteouſneſſe required of 

the lawe might be fulfilled in vs. Rom. 8. Nom. J. 

Item. Rom. 4. Therfoze by fapth, is the 

enheritannce geuen, as after grace, that Rom. 44 

the pꝛomiſe might be firme & lure vnto 

al che ſede gc. Thys faith hold you faſt. 

and Wit to god to encreale it:be it nes 

ner lo litle with a good deſire to haue it 

moe, it ſhall ſuffice vnto pour ſaluatid. 

And thus as N haue exhozted pon deare 
bother) not to dzead the violence of 

death (which death being in the handes 

of god whether pe ſhall ipne oz dye is 

vncertapne vnto vs) fo J exhozte pon 

likewiſe not to feare any ſinne, be it nes 

ner ſo greate in your conſcience . Foz in A thike firs 

ſewe wozdes to end and to conclude, cntred ints 

what ſinne is it that you nede tofeare, 

what oz howe great ſo ener it be, ſeyng 

the firſt man that euer entred into Para 

dile was both a notozious thiefe and a 

murtherer, to whome foz his fapth, ye 

know what was ſayde of the Loꝛd Je⸗ 


ſus: This day ſhalt thou be with me in 
Paradiſe, 


The ſame Jeſus with euerlaſtyng 
gloty be pzapled foz euer. Amen. 


1 


(TA Prayer to be ſayd ouer chil- 
dren, viſited by Gods hand with fiek. - 


nelle, in this ſorow ful ty me of Gods 
viſitation. 


- Merciful Toꝛd and Sants 
our Chziſt Jeſus the ones 
(ly begotten ſonne of the 
AKA /liupng father,redemer of 
VQ al men, thiongh all ages, 


8 = Whoſe nature is tender 6 
pitifull not onelp to the ſtrong & ſtont, 
but alſo to the weake and ſimple, as ba⸗ 
bes, infantes and childzen we hartelp 
deſpꝛe and pꝛaye ihy gloꝛious maieſtie 
foꝛ this child oꝛ infant, whiche hath not 
the capacitie to pꝛape fo2 it ſelfe, lying 
here in paynes and pangues of ſoꝛow⸗ 
- full ſickneſſe, beſechyng thy grate, that 
with the ſame pitie wherwith thou luk⸗- 
keredſt the babes and childꝛẽ to come to 
thee in the Goſpell⸗ and lapdſt thy bleſ- 
ſed handes vpon them, thou wilt alſo re 
ſpect with the ſame eyes of compaſſion, 
and conlider thys ſielp childe ſoze gre⸗ 
ued with ſicknes. Graunt we beſech the 
that as it beareth and here ſheweth the 
image of ſinncfull Adam bp ſufferinge 
fo ſinne, ſo it bearpng the lively image 
of thy heanenly gifte , may ,by thy grace 
he deliuered and helped fro that w ys 

no 


now by nature it luffereth. So that like 
as it is with vs partaker ot thy holpe 
Baptiſme, ſo it may alſo with vs be par 
taker of thy helpe and conſolation. And 
kozlomuche as the paynes of the ſame 
po92e childe ſeeme greuous and vehes 
ment we belech thee ſo mitigate the ve⸗ 
hemencie thereof; that by the relieupng 
ol it, we alſo may be comfozted,dealpng 
with it accoꝛding as it (hall ſeeme good 
to thy diuine wiledome , whether by 
death to cal it, oz by lite to reſtoze it, ſo 
that whether it goe, oz tary->it may be 
thine,and at laſt with thine elect be 
mads partaker of that bleſſed re⸗ 
ſurrection, whe thou (ſhalt ap⸗ 
peare>to whole maieſtie be 
pꝛapſe, thankes , and 
glozy foz euer and 
ener. Amen, 


